Cotton MII
Famly Life
Survey

Return to: Textile Heritage Center at Cooleemee ¢ POBox 667, Cooleemee, NC 27014
www.textileheritage.org (336) 284-6040 ¢ FAX (336) 284-4983 ¢ blinky1@yadtel.net

18|SS8H UBA8IS @ ‘DN ‘WNUAg ‘8SNoH [IIN



Textile Heritage Center at Cool eemee

Preserving the History & Heritage of the
Southern Cotton Mill People

October, 2004

Dear friends,

If there were no ordinary folks, there would be no history. This is particularly true of the
last hundred or so years in the South. The truth is, if there had been no cotton mill people, there
wouldn’t be a bank in Charlotte or Atlanta today.

The Mill Family Life Survey is designed for those who grew up “in” or “on” one of the
hundreds of Southern cotton mill hills, mill villages or mill towns. Almost all of the first and
second generation cotton mill pioneers have already passed on to their eternal rewards. For you
who remain with us, we need to learn more about your lives and what you can remember of your
parents’ lives.

Back during the Great Depression, the government began many public works programs---
like the WPA and the CCC. One section of the WPA was the Federal Writers Project that hired
unemployed writers to do various useful tasks. One of the most valuable things they left us were
the “Slave Narratives” and the Survey of Civil War Veterans in Tennessee. These writers gathered
up the first-hand stories of every slave and Civil War veteran they could get their hands on. Now,
we have a body of testimony which both scholars and the public can examine for all time.

This is what we hope to create with our Mill Family Life Survey. It is 23 pages long but we
think it will bring back so many memories that you will find it easy to complete. You are welcome
to get one of your children or grandchildren to help write out your answers---just make sure the
words are your own. Completed surveys are placed in our archives and, if your permission is given,
will be available to scholars and the public forever. Eventually, some pages will be added for
those who grew up after World War II. And, survey results will be compiled in a digital database
that can be searched with a computer.

Remember, your and your family were part of history---an important part. When you finish
your Survey we ask you send it back to us. We encourage you to make a copy for your family and
your local library’s history collection. You are strongly encouraged copy more and get your old
friends and neighbors to participate.

This Survey was created in 1996 and about a hundred have already been submitted. But, a
much bigger sample is needed. Along with many partners, we have now launched THE SOUTHWIDE
TEXTILE HERITAGE INITIATIVE. We hope you will get involved---and please return the survey!

Sincerely,
Lynn Rumley
Director



Family and HomeL.ifeProject
Returnto CHA, Box 667, Cooleemee, NC 27014

My nameis:

My maiden namewas:

____l'wouldlikemy survey to befiled without aname. (All surveyswill beretained in the archivesof Cooleemee's

Textile Heritage Center)
____l givepermissionfor my survey to be quoted.

Signed

Date
Current Address

| grew upinthe

cotton mill villagein the state of

Itwassituated  outinthecountry  Near/inacity or town

| wasbornon (date) at

(place)

| began public work at (age).

got memy first job.

| finished yearsof schooling.
| worked at the cotton mill.
| worked therefor yearsasa (job).

If youworked in morethan onejob or you quit work for awhile, tell usabout it.

My nicknamewas*“

____lamawhiteSoutherner I amAfrican—American

| am (another ethnic group)
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Your Family

My dad’sname
Dadwasbornon (date) at (place)
Hegrew up at (place)

Hisfamily originally camefrom:

My dadworked at themill asa (job)
____Mydaddid not work at themill but earned hisliving as

How old was he when he began public work? (age)

My mother’smaiden name

Shewasborn on (date) at (place)
Shegrew up at (place)

Her family originally camefrom:

____ My mother worked at themill asa
____ My mother did not work at the mill but did public work as

(type of work)
How old was she when she began public work? (age)

Didshework whilerearing her children? __ Yes ~ No
My parents had children, __ boysand girls.___livedtobeadults

| had auntsand uncles. How many of themlivedinthevillagewhereyou grew up?
livedinthevillage.

___Mydad'sparentslivedinthevillage.
___ My mother’sparentslivedinthevillage.

Did any other adultslivewithyour family? __ Yes _ No
Relationship?

Didany other childrenlivewithyour family? __ Yes  No
Relationship?
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. How may cousins



Your Family’s House

(1f youlived in morethan one house, pick the onewhereyoulived longest between 5 and 15 years of age, or fedl free
to make copies of thispageand add themin.)

Did themill company ownyourhouse? _ Yes _ No

How many roomsdid your house have? (number)
Rent$ per week?
How wasit heated? Cooking fuel?

Canyou draw arough sketch floor plan of your house? Show uswherethe kitchen was, wherethe people dept and the
main piecesof furniture (beds, tables, etc)

Do you remember when electricity wasinstalled inyour house? (year)

How about in—door water and plumbing (year)

Didyour family liveinmorethanonehouseinthemill village.__Yes _ No

How many timesdid they movewithinthevillage? (number of times)

Did they ever move out to ahouse not owned by themill company _ Yes _ No
When did your family get hot water? (year)

What year was your house underpinned? 20s 30s 40s 50s
Did any special things happen under the house (workshops, play aress, etc)?




Household Items

What type of bedsdid you have when you wereyoung? Mattresses? Pillows? Bed coverings? Please describe.

Werethere closets? Chest of drawers? Wherewereyour clotheskept?

Whenyou werelittlewastherealiving or Sitting room used exclusively for that purpose?
Yes _ No

Was there asofaor couch? ___Yes ___ No
Inthe kitchen where werethe disheskept?
Wasthereapantry?  Yes  No

What other piecesof furniture do you remember?

How old were you when your family got aradio? (age)

Didyoufamily ownacrankicecreammaker? __ Yes _ No

How old were you when your family got arecord player? (age)

When did your road or street get paved? (year)

What other items could befound in your household that we would not have around today ?




Your Yard

Please draw usasketch of your yard including whereyour house sat on thelot. Draw in any outbuildings, garden spots,
chicken pens, etc.

Wastheregrassinyouryard?  Yes _ No

Did peopletake short cutsthrough each othersyards? ~ Yes ~~ No
____ My family raised agarden. ____ My family raised chickens.
___ My family kept acow. ___ My family raised hogs.

__ Otheranimas



Family Production

Didyour family preservehogmeat?  Yes _ No
How?_ _ Smoking _ Salt/sugar curing?

Didyour family raiseagarden?

List mainthingsthey canned, dried, and/or put up.

Wasyour family gardeninyour yard or el sewhere?
(Where?)
Wherewereyour hogs kept?
Your cow?
Whenyouwerelittledid your family makeitsownbutter?  Yes  No
Didyour family makeclabber?  Yes  No

Did your mother makelyesoap?  Yes  No
Didthemenandboysfish_ Yes  NoDidtheyhunt? _ Yes _ No
Didyour family rely muchonthisfood? _ Alot _ Some __ Notmuch

List themainfood itemsyour parents bought at the store which your family did not producefor themselves.

Didyour family buy itscornmeal?___ Yes _ No
Didyour family buy itsflour? __ Yes No



Didyour family haveanicebox? _ Yes _ No
Wheredid they get their icefrom?

When you wereyoung did your family haveawood cook stove?  Yes  No
Who madethe morning fire?

My mother sewed most of our family’sclothes.  Yes ~ No
Didshebuy all thecloth? _ Yes _ No

Didsheeverusefeedsacks?  Yes _ No

Didthemill sell clothat adiscounttoitshands? _ Yes _ No
Didyoufamily ownasewingmachine? _ Yes _ No

What year did they buy it? (year)

Did older women knit socksor other itemsfor thefamily? _ Yes ~ No
Didthey dotatting or other fancy sewing? __ Yes _ No

Pleaselist themaintoolsyour family owned (household tools, specid tools)?

Didyour familyownahorse? _ Yes No Awagon __ Yes _ No
Didyour parentsown anautomobile?  Yes _ No
When did they buy it? (year)

Didyour family get any sort of washing machinewhileyou weregrowing up?
____Yes ___ No Howoldwereyou? (age)
Water heater?  Yes _ No  Electriciron? _ Yes _ No




Family Meals

How often was bread made? (daily, several timesaweek)?

Wasthis_ Cornbread _ Biscuits ___ Lightrollg/bread

Didyour family eat breakfasttogether?  Yes ~ No
What did they usually eat for breakfast?

During theweek days, wasthe big meal cooked for dinner (noon-time meal)?
___Yes ___No

Wasit takento family member whoworked at themill? _ Yes _ No

Whotook it?

What was prepared for supper during theweek (typical examples)?

What sort of cooking was done on Saturdays?

Weretherefull mealscooked?  Yes  No

Was abig Sunday dinner preparedandserved?  Yes ~ No
Wasitpreparedon__ Saturday? _ Sunday?

Didyou oftenhavecompany? _ Yes _ No

Wasthiscompany usually relatives?  Yes ~ No
What was served at atypical Sunday dinner at your home?




Family Purchases

Didthemill company runastore? _ Yes _ No

Didyour family havecreditatthestore _ Yes _ No

Werethese store billstaken out of paychecks? ~ Yes ~ No

Weremill employeespaidinscript? ~ Yes ~ NoCash? _ Yes _ No
Did the company storechargeinterest ontheiraccounts?  Yes _ No

What other placesdid your parentstrade?

Didyour family havecreditatthestores? _ Yes _ No
How many of thesewerelocated inside of themill owned area?

Did neighborsswap or barter itemswith each other (no cash exchanged)?
___Yes ___ No
What thingswere bartered?

Did neighborssell itemsto each other (forcash)? _ Yes  No

What thingsdid your family sell?

What thingsdid your family buy from neighbors?




Your Family’s Schedule

What timedid your family rise? (am.)
Wasthereamill whistle? _ Yes __ No Timesit blew:
Didyou eat breakfast together?  Yes  No

What timedid themill shift begin? (am.)

When did your mill take on morethan one shift? (year)

Did anyoneinyour family work night shift afterthat? _ Yes _ No
Didyou haveolder sstersor brotherswhoworkedinthemill —~ Yes  No

Didthoseworking at themill walk homefor dinnerbreak? ~ Yes  No

Did someonetakedinner tothoseworkingatthemill? _ Yes  No

Didyour family usually eat supper together?  Yes ~ No

Below show uswere everyone sat around the kitchen tablefor meals. Show uswhereyour Dad sat, your Mother, the
children.

Didyour familyuse__ Benchesor ___ Chairsinthekitchen?

What timedid your family usually go to bed? (p.m.)
Wasthereacurfew inyour villagethat thecompany enforced?  Yes  No
Did themill work on Saturdays? When did shift start? am. Get out
What did your dad do on Saturdays?

Your mother?

Young' uns?

Didthefamily do anything together on Saturdays?




Didyou attend churchon Sunday mornings? __ Yes ~ No

Sunday nights? _ Yes _ No Wednesday nights?___ Yes __ No
Did everyoneinthefamily awaysgotochurchtogether?  Yes _ No
If not every Sunday, on what occasions?




Family Labors

Werethere certain chores done on certain days of the week? Please describe.

Describe your mother’smain chores.

What choresdid you do?

What choresdid the other children do?

What household choresdid your father do?

What work did your wholefamily do together, it any?

Didyour family ever hirehelpfor householdlabor? ~~ Yes  No
Who washired? For what jobs?




Family Leisure

What did your family do for entertainment?

Didanyoneinyour family play amusica instrument?_ Yes _ No
Name some of the songsyour mother or father sang to you asachild.

Didanyoneinyour family playcards? _ Yes _ No
How did the children entertain themselves?

Do you remember your mother taking many rests?
___Whenever sheneeded one. Wouldthisbe  Often  Sometimes__ Rarely

Do you remember your dad taking many rests?
____Whenever heneededone. Wouldthisbe  Often  Sometimes_ Rarely

Didyour family haveavacation? ___ Yes No

Would you go anywhere?1f yes, where

Didthemill shut down at acertaintimein the summers?\When?
How muchtime off wasallowed for holidays?
Christmas Easter Any other holidays?




Family Relationships

Didyour parents consider themselves partnersin marriage? How wasthisshown?

What weretheir viewson divorce?

Tell ussomewaysthat your parents showed respect for one another. What wasthis respect based upon?

How weredifferences between them solved?

What punishmentsdid you get for minor misbehavior?

For major misbehavior?

How much did your parentsreason with you to correct your ways? Give some exampl es.




Family Honor

Didyour parentsteach youto beloya toyour family? _ Yes  No
Didyour dad ever haveto defend your family’shonor or good name?

Didyou ever haveto defend your family honor or good name?

How much did men “ settle scores’ amongst themsealves? How much did they rely on“thelaw” or legal systemto settle
disputes between themsal ves? Some examples.

Didyour family lock itsdoorsat night?  Yes  No
What dangersto physical safety did your family face?

Did themill company or town haveahired peaceofficer?  Yes  No
Whowasmainly responsiblefor protecting your family’ssafety?
____Yourfather _ Hiredpolice
The safety of the neighborhood?
____Themenof thecommunity __ Hiredpolice
If your father saw someoneinjuring afriend or neighbor or stealing fromafriend or neighbor, what would likely have
been hisreaction?




Family Decisions

Do you remember any big decisionsyour family had to make about their future?

What rolesdid each of your parentsplay intheselargedecisions?

Who do you believe played alarger rolein thedecisionsaffecting your family’sfuture.
__ Yourparents ___ Themill company Tell uswhy youthink this.

Werethereinstancesin which thewishesof themill company conflicted with what your parentsthought was best for
your family? _ Yes_ No If yes, explainthesituation

What optionsdid your parents havein thissituation? How wasit resolved?

Who decided if or whenayounger person would begin mill work?
___Yourparents ___ Themill company
Wasthere pressure?If yes, tell uswhat kind.

Didyoureceivedl theschoolingthat youwantedtoget?  Yes ~ No
If not, why?




Family Status

My parents: ___ werenotinmanagement __ werein management
Didyour parentsfed that they wereequal to anyoneelseinthevillage?
____Yes ___No

If yes, how could youtell that your parentsfelt equal to other adults?

Inwhat waysdid they teach youto have pridein your family andin yourself?

Wereyou or anyoneelseinyour family ever called anamelike*linthead” or “cottonmill trash”? _ Yes _ No
Who used thesetermsagainst mill folks?

What was done about it?

Wereyou poor when you were growing up?Were you conscious of being poor? s so, about how old wereyou?

Did mill management children mix much outside of school with ordinary mill hand’schildren?  Yes ~ No Tdll
ussomething about how they got dong.




How important did your parentsfeel materia wealth wasfor happiness?

___Veryimportant ____ Important ___ Not very important
Didthey believethat everyone had an opportunity to better themselves?
__Yes ___ No

What did they fedl werethe decisivefactorswhich would |ead to someone bettering themsel ves.

Didthey fed that weal thier people exercised undueinfluence or had more pull than other peopleinthecommunity?
Yes __ No inpolitics ____Yes ___ No

What political party wereyour parentsaffiliated with?
What wereyour parentsviewsabout schooling?\What rel ationship did they believe book |earning had to common
sense?

Didyour parentsever expressregretsover how much schooling they had received
___Yes ____No

How much did they emphasize that you should get aneducation? __ Alot___ Not much

Didthey want their childrento grow upandwork inacottonmill? _ Yes  No

How many of your brothersand sistersfinished high school ?
Went to college?

Inyour parents eyes, what wasthe biggest sin that one could commit?

Didfamilieswhoworked in certain departmentstend to live on certain streets?
__Yes ___ No

Did management familiestendtoliveoncertainstreets? ~ Yes  No

Which streets?




Your Family & the Neighborhood

Didyour family havegood neighbors? _ Yes, many __ afew good, afew bad
Inyour village, what did neighborsdo for each other? Tell usabout it.

Did neighborsswap work?Tell usabout it.

Did neighborsattend each other’sfunerals?  Yes ~ No
Whenyouwerelittlewerethebodieslaid out atthehome?  Yes ~ No

What did your parentsteach you about snobs and how did they teach you this? (by telling you, by example, by say-
ings)?

What did your parentsteach you about bullies? And how did they teach you this? (by telling you, by example, by
sayings)?

What would makeyour parentsor neighborstalk badly about another family?




If aneighbor family did thingswhich adversely affected otherswould they suffer any

consequences (likerefusal of neighborly help, etc)?

Didyou ever hear about aman beating hiswifeinyourvillage?  Yes  No
Wasthere any responsefrom the men of thecommunity?  Yes ~ No

Fromthemill company? __ Yes _ No Pleasedescribeany responses.




Neighborhood Race Relations
What wastheracia makeup of your mill village (your best estimate)
% White southern % African American % Other
Wasthere neighborhood segregation? _ Yes No

What did your parentsfeel about relations between races?

Didthey havefriendsamong otherraces?  Yes _ No
What did they teach you about how to behave towards peopl e of another race?

Wereyou ever criticized by your parentsfor being out of lineinracerdations?1f yes, what had you done?

Didyour parentsbelieveinintegratingtheschools? _ Yes _ No
Ininterracial marriage? __ Yes _ No

In separateneighborhoods?  Yes ~ No

Didfriendship ever devel op between peopleof differentraces?  Yes ~ No

Comments?




Neighborhood Social Life

What werethefavorite pastimesinyour village?

Wasthere aplace where the men gathered to “ solve the problems of theworld”?
Yes _ No Wherewsasit located?

What social activitiesengaged the neighborhood women?

Weretherefraterna organizationslike Woodmen of theWorld or others? Please name.

Wasthereabaseball team? _ Yes _ No
What wasits name and what league wasit part of ?

Werethere homemade string bands? Fiddler Conventions? Dances?

Wasthereabrassband? _ Yes  No
Whendidit play?

Werethere specia community gatheringson holidaysor other occasions. Describe




Pleaseusethispagetotell usyour feelingsabout growing up in aSouthern cotton mill village. Useextrapagesif you
want to.




